DECLARATION OF LOCAL DISASTER FOR CITY OF GARDEN RIDGE, TEXAS
WHEREAS, in December 2019 a novel coronavirus, now designated COVID-19, was detected in
Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China. Symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough, and shortness of
breath. Outcomes have ranged from mild to severe illness, and in some cases death; and
WHEREAS, on January 30, 2020, the World Health Organization Director General declared the
outbreak of COVID-19 as a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC), advising
countries to prepare for the containment, detection, isolation and case management, contact tracing,
and prevention of onward spread of the disease; and
WHEREAS, on March 5, 2020, the World Health Organization Director General urged aggressive
preparedness and activation of emergency plans to aggressively change the trajectory
of this epidemic; and
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, President Trump declared a National State of Emergency under the
Stafford Act to combat the growing COVID-19 pandemic in the United States; and
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, Governor Greg Abbott declared a State of Disaster for all 254
Counties in the State of Texas; and
WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has closely monitored the growing
number of COVID-19 cases that have spread into the United States, recommending that citizens stop
handshaking, clean hands at the door, schedule regular hand washing, avoid touching faces, cover
coughs and sneezes, disinfect surfaces like doorknobs, tables, desks, and handrails regularly, and
increase ventilation by opening windows or adjusting air conditioning; and
WHEREAS, on March 15, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued guidance and
a statement that large events and gatherings such as conferences, festivals, parades, concerts, sporting
events, weddings, and other types of assemblies can contribute to the spread of COVID-19 in the
United States via travelers who attend such events and introduce the virus to new communities; and
WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued revised
guidance that strongly urged the public to avoid social gatherings in groups of more than ten (10)
people; and
WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, the Garden Ridge City Council approved precautionary public health
measures to express their intent to work collaboratively with Comal County to ensure that all
appropriate and necessary measures are taken to limit the development, contraction, and spread of
COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on March 18, 2020, County Judge Sherman Krause declared a Local State of Disaster for
Comal County; and
WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, Governor Greg Abbott issued Executive Order GA 08 on a statewide
basis relating to COVID-19 preparedness and mitigation; and
WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends citizens stay home if they
are feeling sick or when they have a sick family member in their home, the use of videoconferencing
for meetings when possible, and adjusting or postponing large meetings or gatherings; and
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WHEREAS, households with vulnerable seniors and those with underlying health conditions should
conduct themselves as if they were a significant risk to the person with underlying conditions; and
WHEREAS, the identification of “community spread” cases of COVID-19 in the United States has
signaled that transmission of the virus is no longer limited to those who traveled to China, or had
contact with travelers who have visited China; and
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 virus spreads between people who are in close contact with one another
through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes; and
WHEREAS, the continued worldwide spread of COVID-19 presents an imminent threat of
widespread illness, which requires emergency action; and
WHEREAS, a declaration of local disaster includes the ability to take measures to reduce the
possibility of exposure to disease, control the risk, and promote the health and safety of Garden Ridge
residents; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Texas Disaster Act of 1975, the Mayor is designated as the Emergency
Management Director of the City of Garden Ridge, and may exercise the powers granted to the
governor on an appropriate local scale; and
WHEREAS, a declaration of local disaster and public health emergency includes the ability to reduce
the possibility of exposure to disease, control the risk, promote health, compel persons to undergo
additional health measures that prevent or control the spread of disease, including isolation,
surveillance, quarantine, or placement of persons under public health observation, including the
provision of temporary housing or emergency shelters for persons misplaced or evacuated and request
assistance from the governor of state resources; and
WHEREAS, I, Larry Thompson, the Mayor of the City of Garden Ridge have determined that
extraordinary and immediate measures must be taken to respond quickly, prevent and alleviate the
suffering of people exposed to and those infected with the virus, as well as those that could potentially
be infected or impacted by COVID-19.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT DECLARED BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF GARDEN
RIDGE, TEXAS, THAT:
SECTION 1. DECLARATION OF LOCAL STATE OF DISASTER.
A local state of disaster due to this health emergency is hereby declared by the Mayor of the City of
Garden Ridge, Texas, pursuant to §418.108(a) of the Texas Government Code.
SECTION 2. DURATION OF LOCAL STATE OF DISASTER.
Pursuant to §418.108(b) of the Texas Government Code, the local state of disaster due to this health
emergency issued in this declaration shall continue until revoked, but in no event will it exceed a
period of more than seven (7) days from the effective date of this declaration, unless continued or
renewed by the consent of the City Council of the City of Garden Ridge.
SECTION 3. PUBLICITY AND FILING.
Pursuant to §418.108(c) of the Texas Government Code, this declaration of a local state of disaster due
to this health emergency shall be given prompt and general publicity and shall be filed promptly with
the City Secretary.
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EXHIBIT A
LOCAL STATE OF DISASTER RULES AND REGULATIONS
1. In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), people shall avoid social gatherings in groups of more than ten (10) people.
2. In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall avoid eating or
drinking at bars, restaurants, and food courts, or visiting gyms or massage parlors; provided,
however, that the use of drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options is allowed and highly
encouraged throughout the duration of this Declaration.
3. In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall not visit
nursing homes, retirement facilities, or long-term care facilities unless to provide critical
assistance.
4. In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, schools shall temporarily
close.
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