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WELCOME TO GARDEN RIDGE
New Residents

FROM THE MAYOR

Happy Holidays! With Thanksgiving behind us and the Christmas
Season upon us, it’s a great time to look back on how we have come
together as a community over the past year. 2017 has truly been a
great year for Garden Ridge! Many dedicated staff, officials and
volunteers from all of our organizations, clubs and associations,
NOTE: Newcomers are derived from water service records, and thus, not
created opportunities to bring even more of us together. Whether it
all family members are included. Those not appearing are also welcomed!
was at our “Uniquely Garden Ridge” Fourth of July Celebration, our
biggest National Night Out ever, our ongoing educational seminars, or
Please remember that the City of Garden Ridge requires that all dogs and
our enormously generous and exceptionally impactful Hurricane
cats be registered. Call (210) 651-6831 for information.
Harvey Relief Drive; hundreds of friends and neighbors came together
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM®
to have fun, get to know each other and/or be a part of something
The Garden Ridge Police Department and Citizens Police
extraordinary. As a part of this, Volunteer Garden Ridge! is now off
Academy Alumni Association are partnering to offer Refuse To Be A to a great start. Many of you are getting involved and joining in on
Victim®; a four-hour, nationally-certified crime prevention
some great community building volunteer work. Recently, 76
seminar. Attendees will be provided practical information to help
volunteers came together for our “Trails Clean-up Day.” They had
develop their own Personal Safety Strategies through awareness and
lots of fun, made new friends and got a few hours of exercise, cutting
avoidance of criminal attacks. The seminar will help participants to
trees and brush, and clearing wider and more accessible trails that are
better understand criminal thinking, as well as provide tips and
already being used more than ever before. We’re also seeing more
strategies to maximize home, automobile, out-of-town travel,
involvement at city meetings, public hearings, and “Coffees With -”,
telephone, cyber, and personal security. Self-defense training and the and informal get-togethers – all to discuss City operations and explore
use of non-lethal personal-protection devices will also be discussed
the future of our community. Yes, there’s a lot going on and plenty to
and attendees will have the opportunity to handle some of these
be thankful for, and even more to look forward to in the coming year.
devices. All participants are provided an 82-page companion
Oh, and there’s plenty of room for you to join in!
handbook filled with tips, techniques, pictures and diagrams. They
Before we close out the year, we do have one more event that is a
will also be awarded a Refuse To Be A Victim® completion
“must attend.” In just a few days (December 5 th, 5:00pm - 8:00pm)
certificate.
we will usher in the season with another “biggest and best Garden
Since this program’s inception in 1993, there have been public and Ridge family event” – our Annual Christmas Tree Lighting. You
private sessions of Refuse To Be A Victim® delivered to hundreds of definitely don’t want to miss this! We’ll have carols, gifts, food
neighborhood associations, professional societies, school and church
trucks, treats, a “Fun Zone” for the kids, and Santa is scheduled to
groups and law enforcement seminars all across the country. At last
make a stop! A special addition this year will be the kick-off of our
count, nearly one hundred thousand people have attended this award- “Give them a Christmas” campaign. This campaign is aimed at
winning program in all fifty states as well as many other countries.
raising funds to provide the Hurricane Harvey children of Aransas
Refuse To Be A Victim® will be held in the Garden Ridge City
County the Christmas they might not otherwise have. We will
Council Chambers on December 9th from 10am to 2:30pm with
continue to collect these funds until December 12th. In this Season of
lunch (provided) from 12:00pm-12:30pm. This seminar, typically
Giving, I can think of no better way to show how blessed and
$50 per person, will be FREE to Garden Ridge residents and their
appreciative we are here in Garden Ridge than providing Christmas to
families. Space is limited, so please call the GRPD at 210-651-6441
these kids, many of whom recently lost everything, including their
to reserve your slot in this important seminar. You can Refuse To Be homes.
A Victim®!
In closing, Kanani and I wish you and yours the very best this
Season. Also, we ask you to please remember those serving our
CONGRATULATIONS!
Nation across the globe – many of whom will not be with their
Congratulations Sheila and Judd Earley on being chosen by the
families for the Holidays. Their sacrifices are a reminder to be
New Braunfels Herald Zeitung as Unsung Heroes! Garden Ridge is
thankful that we are free to spend time with family and friends in our
proud of you! They have spent many tireless hours supporting the
great Country. Finally, I am sincerely thankful for your support and
100 Club of Comal County and those who protect us! Join in showing continued involvement as we continue to come together in keeping
your support of this amazing couple at a ceremony honoring Sheila
our Garden Ridge: A way of life, not just a place to live!
and Judd Earley on Wednesday, December 13 th at 4:00 p.m. at the
larry
Seekatz in New Braunfels.
MIRIAM DOUGLAS
BARBARA & JAMES KEOWN
JENNIFER MEISKE/SAMUEL BELTRAN
PAMELA WRIGHT

2018 PET REGISTRATION
The 2018 pet tags will be available beginning in December. Please stop by City Hall with a copy of your pet’s current rabies certificate to
register your pet for 2018. The yearly cost is $5.00 per pet. Registration with the City helps get your pet back to you quickly in the event they
unexpectedly get loose.

Join your Garden Ridge family at the Third Annual Garden Ridge
Christmas Tree Lighting on Tuesday, December 5th from 5:00p.m. to
8:00p.m. at the Community Center as we officially dust off the jingle
bells and light up the neighborhood. Food trucks from Cheesy
Jane’s, Saweet’s, Teka Molina, and Reggie’s Dawgs will be ready to
serve at 5:00. Once again, the spirited voices of the Garden Ridge
Elementary School Choir, under the direction of Ms. Paulette Davis,
will delight us with carols beginning at 5:30, and their singing will
accompany Santa’s arrival. This year we will have three trees, two of
which will be lit by two GRES students and the third by Ms. Patricia
Phillips, our Garden Ridge honorary tree lighter.
There will be hot cocoa, two raffles for Christmas baskets, a
Kids’ Fun Zone with do-it-yourself crafts, stockings to fill at the
candy bar, and a raffle for a child’s Audi R8, along with many photo
opportunities. All of these things will be provided free thanks to
generous donations from Audi North Park, RBFCU, and RBFCU
Realty.
After the stress of Thanksgiving and the hysteria of Black Friday,
reset your Christmas spirit monitor at the best-ever Third Annual
Garden Ridge Christmas Tree Lighting.
Thanks to all of the people who volunteered for the Paul Davis
Park trails cleanup on November 11. Tremendous progress was
made.
LIBRARY FOOTNOTES
The Library has been a center of lively hustle and bustle for the
past month. It has been gratifying to see more and more like-minded
people gathering in groups to participate in various activities. In
everything we do here, we never lose sight of the major goal of
bringing literature, education and entertainment to all our patrons.
Remember that you can find what new books have been added to our
collection on our Catalog page, along with what are the most popular
ones. Be sure to check out our more extensive information on the
new City Website. There are reading lists, book reviews, calendars
and FAQ. We would love to have suggestions and ideas that you
would like to see implemented here for both children and adults.
Let’s make the Library your “home away from home!”
QUARRY COMMISSION HAPPENINGS
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017
The Quarry Commission met for its bi-monthly meeting on
11/13/17. Minutes of the previous meeting were approved. There
were no citizens’ comments. The Vibra-Tech monitoring company
representative reviewed the Hanson Quarry blasting analysis data
from 8 blasts in September and 10 blasts in October. He discussed,
in depth, a blast on October 10 in which they recorded air
overpressure of 125db, slightly exceeding the parameters in
Ordinance 34. In their investigation, the blasting company
determined a combination of cloudy overcast skies and higher wind
velocity and direction at the time of the blast led to a greater
overpressure effect. The quarry staff indicated that they are
revisiting their guidelines to take greater caution when blasting
under certain windy and rainy conditions. All other blast data were
within ordinance limits.

“GIVE THEM A CHRISTMAS”
The love shown by our small community to help Hurricane Harvey
victims through a tough time revealed our enormous heart. Together,
we donated 31 pallets of food and hygiene products for the Coastal
Bend. In this Season of Giving, the Parks Committee is now leading
a special effort to remember the kids this Christmas. A “Give Them
A Christmas” campaign will kick off at the Annual Christmas Tree
Lighting event on December 5th. The Parks Committee will be
offering a special Christmas tree ornament for a minimum donation of
$10. The net proceeds from the sale of these ornaments will go to
organizations who are buying toys for the kids. You can also make
your Christmas donation at City Hall through December 12th.
CIVILIAN RESPONSE TO ACTIVE SHOOTER EVENTS
What would you do if a gunman threatened your workplace, a
shopping mall or your church? Over the past twenty years, horrific
mass shootings have been thrust into the public consciousness. Once
notified, law enforcement will respond as quickly as possible with an
average response time of three minutes. Do you know what to do
during those first three minutes to survive?
The Garden Ridge Police Department has partnered with the
Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association to offer C.R.A.S.E. –
Civilian Response to Active Shooter Events. This nationally-certified
course provides strategies, guidance and a proven plan for surviving
an active shooter event. Topics include the history of active shooter
events, how to recognize early signs of an attack, everyday habits to
increase personal safety and examples of actions you can take to
survive an attack.
C.R.A.S.E. will be held on Saturday, January 6th from 10:00 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. in the Garden Ridge City Council Chambers
(complimentary lunch served). The course is FREE to all Garden
Ridge residents and their families. Space is limited, so please call the
Garden Ridge Police Department at (210) 651-6441 to reserve your
seat. NOTE: The content of this training may not be appropriate for
sensitive audiences.
SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS
NOVEMBER COUNCIL MEETINGS
Approved
• Resolution 424-New Braunfels Herald Official newspaper
• Resolution 425-Donation Acceptance Program
• Edwards Water Rights Lease-Lloyd Loehman
• 2017 Wildlife Management Survey
Updates
• CIP Projects (2013, 2015 & 2016) • Volunteer Program
• Mayor’s Communication
• Garden Ridge Parks Committee

SAVE THE DATE!
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 — 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
The GRWC is hosting an annual "Mix & Mingle" at Olympia Hills
Golf & Event Center (12900 Mount Olympus, Universal City).
Admission is one unwrapped toy. This event is open to all current
GRWC members. Refreshments include light appetizers, dessert and
ice tea. Cash Bar available.

COMMUNICATIONS
Person to Person: 9400 Municipal Parkway, Garden Ridge, TX
Phone: (210)651-6632 (8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday)
Website: www.ci.garden-ridge.tx.us
Coffee With the Mayor: Mondays, 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Social Media: Facebook-City of Garden Ridge, Nextdoor.com, Twitter
Mayor’s Office Hours: Mon/Tues/Fri, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Coffee with a Cop: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month at First United Bank at 9:00 a.m.
Citizen Comment Period: Opportunity to speak at all City Council and Commission meetings
Citizen Concern/Citizen Input: Interactive communication form http://ci.garden-ridge.tx.us/forms.aspx?fed+65
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Sun

Mon

Tue

www.ci.garden-ridge.tx.us
City Hall (210) 651-6632
Garden Ridge Police Department general information (210) 651-6441
Police emergencies/assistance - 911 or (830) 609-3921
Water, Animal Control (including after hours/holidays) (210) 651-6831
Library (210) 651-6570

Wed

Thu

All meetings are subject to change, please refer to calendar on City website.
3

4
Reading Dog Shiraz
3:00pm-5:00pm

5
TREE LIGHTING
5:00pm

6

City Council @
6:00pm
10

17

11
Reading Dog Shiraz
3:00pm-5:00pm

18
Library Book Club
10:30am

12

13
Lunch & Learn w/
Kanani Thompson
@12:00pm

Planning & Zoning
Commission
@6:00pm

Craft Class, Morena’s
Corner @1:30pm

19

20

25
CHRISTMAS
City Hall—Closed
Library—Closed

31

27

2

8
Preschool Storytime
@10:30am

9
Pokemon Club
10:00am-12:00pm
Refuse to Be A
Victim, 10:00am-2:30pm
Council Chambers

Card Class w/Angie
@1:30pm
14
Adult Coloring @1:00pm

15
No Storytime

16
Elf Pammy Storytime &
Visit from Santa
@10:30am

21
Lego Robotics Free Play
@10:30am-3:00pm

22
No Storytime

23

Adult Coloring @1:00pm
26

Sat

1
Preschool Storytime
@10:30am

Adult Coloring @1:00pm

Hooks & Needles
@10:30am

Wildlife Mgmt.
Advisory
Commission
@6:00pm
24

7
Hooks & Needles
@10:30am

Fri

28

LIBRARY
CLOSED

Lego Robotics Free Play
@10:30am-3:00pm
City Hall
Closed @12:00pm
29
No Storytime

Water Commission
@6:00pm
All activities that are underlined will occur at the Library
REGISTRATION REQUIRED:
• Craft Class w/Morena ($10)
• Reading with Shiraz

30

