
FROM THE MAYOR 
  On April 29, early voting will begin for the City Council and Mayor’s 
positions in Garden Ridge.  These positions chart the future of the City 
and therefore it is very important that all eligible vote. In this issue of the 
Grapevine you will find information regarding the election. 
  I have not seen or heard any positive news regarding the water situation 
this year in South Texas.  We are very fortunate to have ample water 
supplies for the city but must conserve, it’s the right thing to do, and avoid 
possible levies/fines for over pumping a percentage set monthly by the 
Edwards Aquifer Authority (EAA) during drought stages. We have 
tightened our belt many times before and gotten through bad times. 
Please support and conserve water. 
   Have a great Spring and Summer and your support these many years 
was always appreciated!  
     Jay F. Feibelman 
     Mayor 

Coming Events: 
 1 Apr — April Fool! 
 3 Apr — City Council meets, 6 PM 
   8 Apr — Garden Ridge Area Republican Club meets 7 PM  
                      Community Center       
   8 Apr — Quarry Commission meets, 7 PM 
        9 Apr — Planning and Zoning meets, 6 PM 
      10 Apr — Picnic in the Park (See article)  
      11 Apr — Last day to register to vote in the city election 
      16 Apr — Meet the Candidates, 7 PM Community Center     
 20 Apr — Hazardous Waste, appliance disposal — Community Center 
         8 AM to 2 PM (No Brush disposal, see flyer with water bill)       
 21 Apr — San Jacinto Day     
      23 Apr — Water Commission meets, 6 PM 
      24 Apr — Administrative Professionals Day 
      29 Apr — 1st day early voting for City Election 7 AM to 7 PM in City 
         Hall 

CANDIDATES' FORUM 

The City of Garden Ridge and the Garden Ridge Area Republican Club 

will be co-sponsoring a Candidates' Forum for candidates in the upcoming 

May elections.  The candidates running for the City of Garden Ridge 

Mayoral and Alderman elections, as well as the Comal ISD Trustee Elec-

tion will be there.  The audience will be able to ask questions of the can-

didates.  It will be held on Tuesday, April 16, at 7:00PM at the Garden 

Ridge Community Center.  Everyone is cordially invited to attend.  

LIBRARY FOOTNOTES 

By Suzanne McCandless 

   As always,  the New Book Shelf is stuffed with arrivals,  
thanks to the donations of our faithful patrons. 
   For children, we have the 2013 Newbery and Caldecott 
Medal winners just announced in January.  They are, re-
spectively, The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate, 
and This Is Not My Hat, Jon Klassen.   
   For DVD fans who like to check the movie against the 
book, we offer both.  One such set presents the story of 
Jaime Escalante, Escalante, The Best Teacher in America, 
by Jay Mathews and the companion DVD is “Stand and De-
liver”.  
   For nonfiction readers, we have added a wonderful history 
called, The Founding Gardeners which details how the love 
of horticulture influenced the founding fathers: Washington, 
Jefferson, Adams, and Madison.  
   Downton Abbey fans will be intrigued by Lady Almina and 
the Real Downton Abbey, the Lost Legacy of Highclere Cas-
tle, by the eighth Countess of Carnarvon. I had expected 
nothing but fluff and parties from this book, but instead I 
learned a great deal about World War I and the discovery of 
King Tut’s tomb. 
   For just fun reading, we offer a cozy mystery, The Darling 
Dahlias and the Confederate Rose in Susan Wittig Albert’s 
current mystery series.  It supplies missing money and se-
cret codes to keep you interested.   Another puzzler of sorts 
is The Art Forger by B. A. Shapiro,  is connected loosely to 
the real life theft of art work from the Isobella Stewart Gard-
ner Museum in Boston twenty years ago.  The real crime 
remains unsolved, but you will enjoy figuring out this little 
piece of artwork. 
   For the slightly more serious minded, a book based rough 
on the Siege of Sarajevo from 1992 to1996, called The Cel-
list of Sarajevo by Steven Galloway will serve.  The human 
spirit shines through in city in the thralls of war.  
   We hope you continue to know the joys of reading.  We 
will do our best to keep you supplied.   
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THOUGHT YOU WOULD BE INTERESTED 
  Below find two recent water bills including necessary ad-
dons for 11,000 gallons of usage (one from SAWS and one 
from Garden Ridge): 
Garden Ridge   SAWS 
Description  amount due  Description  amount due 
RI  Water  28.50  domestic water charge 123.89 
TR1  Garbage 22.36  Water supply fee   53.68 
EAA  EAA Fee   2.67  Edwards Aquifer Fee     7.93 
Tax    1.84  Sewer Service Fee   49;27 
    ‘State TCEQ Fee     0.17 
______________________________________________________________________ 
                    $55.37                     $234.94 
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FORMING MUSICAL ASSOCIATION 
  Forming a Garden Ridge Musical Association. If you would like to join a 
local Garden Ridge voice ensemble, dance band, bluegrass band, folk 
group like the Kingston Trio, gospel quartet, or some other musical venue 
contact John Axsom at 654-1447l 

Quarry Commission  Happenings 

 

   The quarry recorded 14 blasts during the 
month of February.  There were no citizen 
complaints reported and the blasts were all well within 
standards.  The number of future blasts will likely increase 
as the quarry increases production to meet demand.  Mining 
continues to move Northward, closer to Georg Ranch.  The 
Quarry Commission welcomes new member Mike Shands 
to the Commission and new Chairman Larry Blades.   
   The City and Quarry management intend to host a series 
of Quarry tours with the opportunity to witness an actual 
blast.  Please contact City Hall to place your name on the 
list.  Tours are expected to take place in early April.  The 
public is encouraged to attend Quarry Commission meet-
ings the second Monday of each month at 7:00 pm in City 
Hall.  



Significant City Council Actions — in March 

  

UPDATE: 

 

 Update and possible action on public safety concerns in the Wild 
Wind Unit 3 Subdivision of Garden Ridge, Texas and to include City 
of Garden Ridge v. Vordenbaum, Inc. D/B/A Bracken Rifle and Pistol 
Range, (Cause No. C2011-1647A, in the 22nd Judicial District Court) 

 Update and review of 2012 CIP Projects for streets, drainage and 
water line replacement  

 Planning and Zoning Commission recommendation on request from 
KFW Engineers to formally change the name of Forest of Garden 
Ridge IV subdivision to The Woodlands of Garden Ridge with such 
name change to be acknowledged by the developer and City  

 Review preliminary plans for new restroom facilities at Paul Davis 
Park with possible direction and authorization on options for the 
facility for the completion of specifications and bid documents to 
allow proceeding with bidding process for the project 

 

APPROVED: 

 City Water Commission recommendation for approval on request for 
additional leak adjustment by Robert Smiley, 8128 Garden North Dr.   

 City Quarry Commission recommendation to appoint Mike Shands 
as Quarry Commissioner to fill the unexpired vacancy on said 
Commission with term expiring September 30, 2013 

 Award of bid for the Wrecker Service Contract for the City of Garden 
Ridge and authorizing the City Administrator to negotiate and 
execute contract for wrecker service —  911 Towing 

 Award of bid for the 2013 Elevated Tank Maintenance Project and 
authorize the City Administrator to execute contract for the project 

WELCOME TO GARDEN RIDGE 

 

   New Residents: 
  Robert Belvin 
  Christina Ellis 
  Mario A Galdos 
  Hualcoy & Emma Garcia 
  John Hendrick 
  Daniel Rohlinger 
  Scott & Kelli Smiley 

 

NOTE: Newcomers are derived from water service records and, thus, 
not all family members are included. Those not appearing are also 
welcomed! 
    The City of Garden Ridge requires that all dogs and cats be initial-
ly registered and again each January thereafter. Call 651-6831 for 
information. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 The annual Bracken Volunteer Firefighter's Festival is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 4, from 4 - 8PM at the Community Center.  A fajita dinner 
will be served.  There will be entertainment, a raffle and a silent auc-
tion.  Everyone is cordially invited to attend this important fundraiser for 
the BVFD.  
 

   If anyone would like to donate a prize for the raffle or the silent auction, 
or want to volunteer to help cook, serve the food or run a booth, please 
call the BVFD at 210-651-5762.  

 
 

 
 

PICNIC IN THE PARK 
Date:   Wednesday, April 10, 2013 
Time:  11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Location:  GR City Park, located near Grasscreek and Blue-
bell Drive.  
Bring your lunch/drink and join other GRWC members at this 
relaxing members-only event.  Dessert will be provided.  
This is the perfect opportunity to let others know about your 
business or interests. Bring anything you would like to share 
with the membership, including plants, books, hobbies, and/
or products that you sell.  Last year everyone had a wonder-
ful time.  Please join in the fun and this opportunity to meet 
new members. 
Questions?  Call Janet Ruple  651-4898 or Kate Kohl  651-
5895. 
GRWC now has 189 members, including new members:  
Denise R. Detert and Jacinta "Nicole" Gaskin-Paulsen.  Wel-
come ladies!  

GARDEN RIDGE AREA REPUBLICAN CLUB MEETING 

 

The Garden Ridge Area Republican Club will meet on Mon-
day, April 8, at 7PM in the Bluebonnet Room of the Commu-
nity Center.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  Call Charlie 
Flink at 210-651-6631 with questions.  

Dance Lessons 
  The Forest Waters Dance Club in Garden Ridge will meet for the third 
dance lesson session on April 12, 2013. The time for these ballroom, 
country, western, polka, and Latin dance lessons is 7 PM upstairs in the 
Duck Blind Banquet Room. We meet once a month, on the second Friday 
of the month. Club dues are $10 per person. You do not have to be a 
member of the club to take these dancing lessons. The banquet room is 
equipped with a professional extended wooden dance floor, bar, rest- 
rooms, and dining facilities. Contact John Axsom at 654-1447  for more 
information. Dancing club website is www.dancing500.com. 

City of Garden Ridge and Comal ISD Early Voting  
Begins April 29th 

Its election time again!   In the City of Garden Ridge Municipal elections; 

Mayor, City Council Place 2 and City Council Place 3 will be on the May 11, 

2013 ballot.  Check the City’s website for sample ballot at  www.ci.garden-

ridge.tx.us  

Candidates 

Mayor  Place 2   Place 3  

Joe Britan  Todd A. Arvidson  Brian E. Lantzy 

Andrew Dalton Patricia Ramirez 

  Nadine L. Knaus 

Comal ISD and the City of Garden Ridge are holding a Joint Election.  The 

Comal ISD will have a Special Board of Trustee Election for District 3 and 4 

and a Regular Trustee Election for District 6 and 7.  Check Comal ISD web-

site for a sample ballot and your District race at www.comalisd.org. 

Early voting begins on April 29 and runs through May 7, 2013.  

Early Voting Location:  

City of Garden Ridge City Hall 

 9400 Municipal Parkway 

Garden Ridge, Texas 78266 

8:00 am to 5:00 pm April 30  May 1, 2, 3 and 7, 2013 

7:00 am to 7:00 pm Monday, April 29 and Monday, May 6, 2013 

Election Day Location: 

City of Garden Ridge City Hall 

9400 Municipal Parkway 

Garden Ridge, Texas 78266 

7:00 am to 7:00 pm Saturday, May 11, 2013 

   For more information on voting in City of Garden Ridge Municipal Election 

contact the City Secretary’s Office at (210)651-6632.   

   For more information on voting in Comal ISD Trustee Election contact Mar-

tha Miller, Comal ISD Communications, email:  martha.miller@comalisd.org 

or (830) 221-2066. 

Mother’s Day Event 
  A new event being sponsored by www.ChairishTheDay.com. They are 
hosting a Mommy & Me Tea Party for mothers and daughters of all ages 
Saturday, May 11 and Sunday, May 12 from 10 am till 5 pm. They will 
provide hair and makeup for mothers and daughters of all ages first fol-
lowed by a tea party in a whimsical tent. For information, investment and 
to book call 210-632-3877. Located behind Figlio’s at 18816 FM 2252 D 
in the Over Yonder Shopping Center 

Quick Notes 
 May Grapevine submissions need to be 

provided no later than April 15 
Tax Season Scams: increased convenience of 
online tax preparation and filing has attracted phishing 
scams from fraudsters who pose as IRS agents. These 
scammers use scare tactics (threat of audit) or promise of reward (large 
refunds) to capture personal and sensitive information. Think twice 
before sharing personal information. The IRS still corre-
sponds through paper.  If ever in doubt, contact the IRS or 
your tax professional directly 


