
Coming Events: 

1-8 May — Early voting (See Article) 
  2 May — City Council meets 6 PM 
  5 May — Bracken VFD Firefighters Festival (See Article) 
  5 May — Bicycle Rodeo (See Article)  
  8 May — Planning and Zoning Meets, 6 PM 
12 May — Election Day - City Hall 7 AM to 7 PM 
13 May — Mothers Day 
14 May — Quarry Commission Meets, 7 PM 
17 May — GRCPAAA Meets Community Center, 7 PM 
18 May — City Council Meets, 6 PM (Canvass the vote and 
    Swearing in) 
19 May — Armed Forces Day  
22 May — Water Commission Meets, 6 PM 
28 May — Memorial Day observed; “Lest we forget” 
    City Offices and Library closed 
NOTE:    Brush Dumpsters 
 5-6 May  8 AM - 5 PM 
            12-13 May  Community Center 
            19-20 May 
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FROM THE MAYOR 
   As we approach the F/Y 13 budget cycle, consideration must be given 
to legal expenses that have, and still are occurring in F/Y 2012. Garden 
Ridge has expended in excess of $50,000  in unexpected legal fees to 
defend against a law suit (successfully concluded in City favor), expenses 
to pursue a shooting range solution and a high volume of open records 
requests (ORR). Obviously, in the case of ORR and law suits, citizens are 
perfectly within their rights to pursue, but such actions must be consid-
ered in the budgetary process. In a budget the size of our City, these type 
expenditures impact. Hopefully we can hold the line regarding any tax 
increase in the next F/Y, however time will tell. 
   Water usage is off to a shaky start this Spring with record numbers 
being pumped. Hope for  more, and continuing rain and no reoccurrence 
of last year restrictions. Please observe conservation efforts now! Have a 
safe and fun summer.  
        Jay F. Feibelman  
       Mayor             

Mother’s Day 

May 13 

ARMED FORCES DAY 
MAY  19 

Memorial Day 
May 28 

Remember with great 
gratitude and honor all 

members of our  
Armed Forces 

Especially those who  
fought & died serving 

America! 

Library Footnotes 

 By Nancy Feibelman 
   There is a section in the library that no one ever visits. It sits 
back there all alone and lonely. Sometimes you can hear it 
crying as it flutters its pages and snaps its covers to charm you 
into investigating the noise. Still no one comes to visit. 
   Then the Kodak Library of Creative Photography jumped from the shelf 
and all the volumes landed at my feet just missing my toes. 
   As I gathered them and placed them on the shelf, I could not help read-
ing the names on the books: Capture the Beauty in Nature, The Magic of 
Black and White, Photographing Friends and Family, Taking Better Travel 
Photos, How to Catch the Action, and several other photographing ideas. 
  They are in the second bookcase and all are covered in yellow with red 
print. 
  Bring a picnic basket filled with yummy words and visit our photography 
section. You might pick up a hint or two. In fact,, give them a thrill and 
check some out! (I’m getting tired mopping the floor back there.) The 
Tears! The Tears! 

WELCOME TO GARDEN RIDGE 
   New Residents: 
  Gary Bergman 
  Helario & Nicole Melchior 
  Ramon & Sharon Mendez 
  Caesar & Connie Morrison 
  Nathan & Jill  Rogers 
  John & Sylvia Lain 

   

NOTE: Newcomers are derived from water service records and, thus, not all 
family members are included. Those not appearing are also welcomed! 
    The City of Garden Ridge requires that all dogs and cats be registered. 
Call 651-6831 for information. 

Edwards Aquifer Authority Rate Change 
Edwards Aquifer management fees are increasing to $84.00 an acre 
foot. On the water bill there is an EAA fee of $1.85. Expect an increase of 
$0.82 to $2.67 per month starting with May billing. 

Quarry Commission Happenings 

 

  The Quarry Commission’s monthly meeting was held on 
April 12, 2012.  The Commission made minor changes to 
the draft Ordnance 34 prior to formally submitting it to the 
City Council for approval.  A review of the 10 Quarry blasts 
occurring in March revealed that those on the 21th and 29th, although 
within acceptable limits, resulted in higher than normal vibration readings.  
Two Citizen Blasting Reports were received as a result of the March 21 
blast. The higher PPV on the 21st was caused by an unexpected blast-
wall cave-in.  The contractor’s planning software has been revised and a 
recurrence is not anticipated. The Citizen Blast Report form can be found 
on the city’s web site home page (www.ci.garden-ridge.tx.us).  Interested 
citizens are invited to attend Quarry Commission meetings on the second 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  The next Quarry Commission meet-
ing will be on May14, 2012.  If you wish to comment about a blast, have 
input for the commission, or are interested in a Quarry tour, contact City 
Hall at 651-6632. 

Grapevine Editor: Jay Feibelman Grapevine Publisher:  Joe Britan 

Thank You RUSS SANDERS for 18 years of  
volunteer  elected service to Garden Ridge, 

Editor’s Note:  After 18 years of dedicated service to the 
city, as a city council member and Mayor Pro-Tem, Russ 
Sanders has elected to step down. Thank you Russ for your 
service and guidance through the years. You will be 
missed!  



 

Significant City Council Actions in April: 

Special Presentations: 
 Sexual Assault Awareness Month Proclamation 
 Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness Month Proclamation 
 UPDATE: 
 Public safety concerns in the Wild Wind Unit 3 Subdivision of Garden 

Ridge, Texas 
 Street light project through the CPS Energy CIED Fund 
 2010 Storm Water Master Plan for the City of Garden Ridge and as it 

relates to storm water drainage through the Hickory Bend drainage 
easement and the Arrowood subdivision 

APPROVED: 
 Relocation of 12” water line beginning at the FM 3009/FM 2252 inter-

section and moving in a westerly direction along the north side of FM 
3009 and in a southerly direction along the west side of FM 2252 to 
support widening of the intersection. 

 Offer from the Forest of Garden Ridge Homeowners Association to 
donate Lot 2, Block 10, Forest of Garden Ridge subdivision to the City 
of Garden Ridge with said lot being platted as a detention pond and 
designated drainage right-of-way 

 Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Garden 
Ridge and the Schertz Humane Society DBA Homes for Pets 
for the use of office space at 9400 Municipal Parkway in ex-
change for assistance in securing homes for homeless animals 
in the care of the City of Garden Ridge Animal Control Depart-
ment 

Quick Notes 
 Oak wilt: The season is upon us.The disease could 

devastate our Oak tree population. Insure all wounds 
are painted immediately! 

 Please conserve water! Adhere to watering rules and 
conservation methods. 

 SCAM ALERT!  Always check to assure that  the credit card you 
provide for any payment is the card you receive back at restaurants, 
stores, etc. 

BRACKEN VFD FIREFIGHTER'S FESTIVAL 

 
 The 2012 Bracken VFD Firefighter's Festival will be held  
on Saturday, May 5, from 4:00PM to 8:00PM at the  
Garden Ridge Community Center. 
  There will be a fajita dinner, a live auction, a silent auction, a raffle 
and trade and craft vendors.  The fajita dinner begins at 4:00PM.  The live 
auction begins at 6:00PM. 
  There will be fun for the whole family!  All monies raised will be used by 
the Bracken VFD.  Everyone is invited!" 

 
     
 

GARDEN RIDGE WOMEN’S CLUB MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
The Garden Ridge Women’s Club is starting our “GRWC 2012-2013 
Membership Drive,” and we are looking forward to welcoming new mem-
bers, as well as keeping our current members.  We plan to continue many 
of our traditional activities and special interest groups, but are always 
open to new ideas and fresh input. 
   Save the date and mark your calendars for the Fall Luncheon & Fashion 
Show, which will be held on Thursday, September 20, 2012!  The follow-
ing month, on October 20, 2012, we will be holding our ever-popular Holi-
day Marketplace Event! 
   If you are interested in joining our club or are already a member and 
have any questions, please contact our Membership Chairman, Judi 
Hanna, 210-658-0819.  Dues are only $20 per year, and the new year is 
June 1, 2012 – May 31, 2013.  Membership renewal forms will be mailed 
during the month of May to current members.  Please return them by July 
1, 2012, along with your check for $20 payable to GRWC to:  

Judi Hanna 
13622 Hercules Ln. 
Universal City, TX 78148. 

Newsletter Policy 
For many years the Grapevine has, upon request published the opening 
of new businesses in the area as a public service to our residents. Know-
ing the existence  can save time and effort seeking services. Other than 
these type notices we do not advertise for other than non-profit. This ser-
vice has been provided many times and hope it is a benefit to our readers! 

Bicycle Rodeo 

 

Community Bicycle Rodeo, May 5th at 
Garden Ridge Elementary School. 
Registration will begin at 8:30AM.  

Event is open to children kindergarten through fifth grade. Children must 
bring bicycle, helmet and be accompanied by a parent. Home school and 
private school students are invited to attend. For additional information or 
registration: Contact Investigator William Spiller at  
cid@ci.garden-ridge.tx.us 

Monthly Coffee Club 

A monthly Coffee Club is offered at 19115 FM 2252, Ste. 5.  Financial 
Advisor, Elsa Cranford leads the discussion on current events.  Come join 
us on Friday, May 4 from 10 am to 11 am.  Coffee and donuts are served. 
RSVP at 651-1742. 

Garden Ridge Lions Club 
 

For membership and information  
contact Dick Vogt  at  651-5894      

Voting Schedule 
City of Garden Ridge, May 12, 2012, General Elections 

     Early Voting 
 Apr 30  8:00 am — 5:00 pm 
 May 1  7:00 am — 7:00 pm 
 May 2-4 8:00 am — 5:00 pm 
 May 7  7:00 am — 7:00 pm 
 May 8  8:00 am — 5:00 pm 
  Election Day 
 May 12  7:00 am — 7:00 pm 
 
All voting will be conducted in the Council Chambers at 
Garden Ridge City Hall, 9400 Municipal Parkway, Garden 
Ridge, Texas 78266. If you have questions, please call 
Shelley Goodwin, City Secretary, at 210-651-6632, Monday 
through Friday,  between 8 am and 5 pm. 

                                           THANK YOU! 
To all those who gave me support during and through the difficult time 
since the passing of my husband Martin, I thank you. The food and cards 
were so very much appreciated and have given me hope and encourage-
ment. I truly appreciate all for the support given me. 
     Sincerely, Anita Smith 
Editors Note:  Martin Smith was a retired Army Officer and a Viet Nam 
veteran. He was  a true patriot. 

Right of Way Maintenance 

  The City of Garden Ridge City Council recently passed 
Ordinance 107-032012.  This ordinance requires any per-
son, who owns, occupies or has supervision or control of a 
property to keep trees overhanging a roadway cut 15 feet 
above the roadway and shrubs and trees trimmed in the 
right of way adjacent to the roadway.  When a violation oc-
curs for overhanging trees and shrubs the city will notify the 
property owner to remedy the situation.  
  Right of ways exists in the City of Garden Ridge for the 
purpose of maintaining city facilities, roadways and infra-
structure.    Property owners are required to maintain the 
right of way up to paved streets and many incorporate these 
areas into their landscaping to include plantings and sprin-
kler systems.  At times the city has to go into a right of way 
to maintain infrastructure or perform  capital projects and the 
city assumes no responsibility to repair or replace privately 
owned landscaping including sprinkler systems located in 
the right of way should it become damaged or removed to 
facilitate maintenance or for capital projects.  

 

 

 

 

 

  The stop sign above was the cause of a fatal traffic acci-
dent. A vehicle approaching the stop sign did not see it, ran 
the stop sign and hit a car killing two occupants. The liabili-
ties and risks associated with this type of overhanging trees 
prompts the content of our Ordinance 107. 


